
An Enduring Legacy  
for Generations to Come
Leaving a gift in your will to the North Craven Building Preservation Trust



Thank you … 
for picking up this leaflet.  
Your interest in leaving a gift means a great deal to us. 

The Folly is owned and run by the North Craven Building Preservation Trust (NCBPT). We are a small 
charity dedicated to rescuing, repairing and preserving the most significant historic buildings in our local 
area. The Folly is Settle’s only Grade I listed building, and we also care for Zion Congregational Chapel, 
a Grade II listed Georgian independent house of worship. It costs the Trust £200 a day to maintain The 
Folly. Making a bequest is a very effective and generous way to support our architectural heritage for the 
benefit of future generations.

We share our love of the North Craven area of Yorkshire through the Museum of North Craven Life, 
founded in 1976 and permanently housed at The Folly. Working with local artists, photographers, schools 
and other organisations, we host changing exhibitions which explore the historical and contemporary 
lives of the people of North Craven. We receive no regular government support and rely on grants and 
individuals’ generosity to keep the museum flourishing. 

We believe that North Craven’s unique heritage is worth preserving for everyone. 

Our aims are

• To preserve and restore The Folly as a thriving  
 hub for community arts and heritage.

• To share, preserve and interpret the history  
 and culture of North Craven at the Museum of  
 North Craven Life.

• To acquire new collections relating to North  
 Craven, and make them available for display  
 and research. 

• To restore and transform the Zion Chapel  
 so that it can once again be used and enjoyed  
 by the community, as it was for nearly 200 years. 

• To rescue other architecturally significant  
 buildings which are at risk and return them to  
 active use. 

In 1996, the Trust managed to raise 
funds to purchase the Central and  
South Ranges of The Folly. 

There followed a period of restoration to 
bring this part of the building back to a 
good state of repair. 

The Museum of North Craven Life 
moved to its new home in The Folly and 
the building was opened to the public in 
2001 by HRH The Prince of Wales. 

Then, in 2010, the Trust was able to 
purchase the North Range of the 
building, thanks in part to a generous 
bequest. We were finally able to reunite 
the two halves of the building and  
open them together to the public for  
the first time. 

Our History

“I am so pleased to hear that the Building Trust has 
now acquired the whole of The Folly. It is thanks 
to a generous gift and legacy that this has been 
possible. 

“It has always been an ambition as this is the most 
notable building in Settle, and possibly the whole 
of North Craven. To be able to restore it as a whole 
and give it a proper function in the life of the 
community justifies everything the Building Trust 
has been trying to do – and which has often been 
urged on us by local opinion.”

Alan Bennett, former President of the North Craven 
Building Preservation Trust 

Stephen Garnett/Craven Herald

The Folly in 1972



Building 
Preservation

The Folly is the only Grade I listed house in  
the Yorkshire Dales which is regularly open to  
the public. 

In 2020, we launched a massive programme of 
repair and restoration work at The Folly, thanks 
to generous financial support from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, Arts Council England, 
Historic England and the Harold and Alice 
Bridges Charity. We were able to repoint the front 
façade, restore our iconic windows and repair our 
leaking roof. 

However, there are many outstanding repairs and 
investigations still to do. For instance, we would 
like to investigate the construction of the stair 
tower, and open more rooms in the North Range 
to the public.

Caring for our collections

We care for a wide range of significant objects, and archives, including the most complete collection of 
Burton in Lonsdale pottery held anywhere in the world.

The Museum holds the complete archive for the Zion Chapel and its Sunday School, which was attended 
by Benjamin Waugh, founder of the NSPCC.

In 2019, our volunteers moved over 15,000 objects to their new home in The Folly. We are now working to 
ensure that these important materials are kept in the best possible environmentally-controlled conditions 
so that they can be preserved and shared. 

Our collections cover a wide range of formats – objects from single coins to farm implements,  
books, maps, manuscripts, photographs, film and oral history recordings – each with their own 
conservation needs.

A legacy could help us expand our archive store, making room for new collections, or creating space and 
facilities for researchers to make use of our resources. 

“It’s an absolute privilege to work on a Grade I listed building, knowing I’m helping 
to preserve it for the future”  Liz Haestier, managing architect for the 2020-21 works. 

In 2021, we began a programme of surveys and a public consultation about the future of the Zion 
Chapel. We are keen that the buildings are returned to community use, which will require considerable 
investment to make them safe, secure and fit for purpose. We would also like to see tthe Chapel’s 
George Benson organ restored to full working order.

As part of the Zion bequest, we acquired two adjoining, cottages and these provide the Trust with a 
small, regular rental income. 

The Trust is not a property developer  
We are a custodian and expert restorer of last resort, taking on the most complex buildings where there 
is no prospect of commercial ownership. Working closely with Historic England and a trusted team 
of heritage builders and craftsmen, over the past fifty years we have developed the expertise to meet 
the most difficult conservation challenges. Legacies give us the confidence and means to tackle these 
projects and to plan how our buildings can be made publicly accessible. 

Zion Chapel interior



Exhibitions and workshops

As well as telling the story of North Craven, we host changing exhibitions throughout the year at 
The Folly. We research, write and design some of these ourselves, and we welcome exhibitions 
from local artists, photographers, schools and partner organisations. We are the only venue in 
North Craven that makes exhibition space freely available to the community and offers expertise to 
help groups develop their ideas.

In 2021, we began working with a collective of artists to develop a series of workshops for groups 
with limited access to the arts. A legacy could help these workshops continue beyond the lifetime 
of this project.

“Our experience was amazing because all the time we were smiling and  
having fun.”  Paloma, 8

We are keen to make the Museum more accessible. Your legacy could help us install a lift, renovate 
a room as a sanctuary space for autistic visitors, help to fund the cost of transport to the Museum 
for a local school, or develop a touch tour for visually impaired visitors. 

How to leave a gift in your Will

There are several ways you can leave a gift to the NCBPT. When it comes to writing your Will please seek 
advice from your solicitor. If you have already made your Will, you can add a codicil to update it. 

There are three ways to leave a gift in your Will:

• A residuary legacy. This is a gift of a percentage (up to 100%) of your assets after all  
 debts, costs and taxes have been paid. 

• A pecuniary legacy. This is a fixed sum of money.

• A specific legacy. This is a named item left in your Will such a collection of books,  
 memorabilia or a property.  

You can choose how you would like us to use your gift. For us, unrestricted gifts (which enable us 
to devote funds to the area of greatest need) are tremendously valuable. However, if you would 
like to support a specific aspect of our work, such as buildings preservation, exhibitions and public 
programmes, or caring for our collections, please say so in your Will. We will honour your wishes. 

Finally, it’s worth knowing that anyone who 
leaves at least 10% of their assets to charity will 
have their inheritance tax cut from 40% to 36%. 

If you would like to leave an object, a collection 
or a property to the NCBPT, let us know so 
that together we can agree the best means 
of looking after your gift. While we are very 
appreciative of gifts of any kind, we cannot 
promise to find a home for every object, but 
we may be able to suggest a solution to ensure 
that your wishes will be carried out. 

Please contact our Curator (curator@ncbpt.
org.uk) for more information or to discuss your 
plans.



 To find out more ... 
... about how a gift in your Will could help support the essential work of the  
North Craven Building Preservation Trust, please feel free to email our Chair of Trustees at 
chair@ncbpt.org.uk or call us on 01729 825 185. 

We will be delighted to speak with you. 
 

North Craven Building Preservation Trust

The Folly

Victoria Street

Settle

BD24 9EY

www.thefolly.org.uk
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